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How to Save the Shrinking Cities: Old Industrial Cities” Transition in the UK
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Abstract: How to save the shrinking cities becomes one of the most difficult tasks in achieving
sustainable urbanization. In the process of urbanization of the western countries, due to various
factors such as economy transition, resource exhaustion, suburbanization and etc, many old
industrial cities are lost in shrinking predicament which causes complex social problems. The
theoretical analyzes from aspects of global challenges and local response shows that transition
of shrinking cities has provoked the traditional urban planning theory focusing on growth
management, which is reflected in the paradigm dilemmas between entrepreneurialism and
environmentalism. The case studies of Manchester and Leeds in the UK demonstrate that
although Manchester’s renaissance strategic planning guided by entrepreneurialism paradigm
led to increasing contradiction between economy growth and environment protection, Leeds’
attempt to exceed traditional entrepreneurialism paradigm has brought about new prospect of
integrating economy and environment issues, and that theory of sustainable cities also gives new

chance to cope with problems of shrinking cities. The experiences of western shrinking cities
can offer some guiding principles to old industrial cities’ transition in China.
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