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Picture urbanism: Understanding human scale urban form with the lens of
geotagged pictures

Ying Long, School of Architecture, Tsinghua University
Yin Zhou, Chengdu Urban Planning & Design Institute

Abstract: With the increasing availability of online pictures and their analytical methods, the
authors believe we are witnessing the booming urban studies on online pictures as a necessary
complimentary data resource to existing big and open data. We frame this field as Picture
Urbanism, which is a methodological framework for large-scale urban studies using pictures that
are reflecting objective and subjective world. In this paper, we introduce the core concept of
Picture Urbanism, the main data source for pictures, and the emerging cutting edge image
processing and visualization toolkits. The other body of this paper shows several related empirical

studies that are falling into the pool of Picture Urbanism, which range from measuring quality of
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street space, evaluating street greenery, and urban image analysis.

Key words: new data environment; quantitative studies; quality of space; street greenery; urban

image
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