Online Design Studio Teaching

Experience and lessons learned from the EPMA urban design studio

Ying LONG, Department of Urban Planning, School of Architecture

Part of content is from the ArchDaily report.



EPMA Studio Urban Design Studio for English Program for Master of Architecture (EPMA)

SHARING CITY

Data, Smart and Future for DESIGN

Studio for international architecture
graduate students (Year 1)

Twice a week, 8 weeks in total, 3 hours
each, 2 credits (FINISHED already)

17 Students in 16 countries across the
world (six continents, Columbia &
Mexico)

Last year one from Ecuador

Studio instructors: Prof ZHANG Yue, Dr
HUANG He, Dr LONG Ying, Mr Martijn
de Geus (TA)

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



EPMA Studio / The design site

Site: The Beijing CBD (Guomao) with an area of 4 km?

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn
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/ Conducting Online Studio Sessions Online Desk Crits

EPMA Studio
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EPMA Studio / Conducting Online Studio Sessions Interactive Commenting

wh e || 1

Rl

S BIREYLIR

+ A pad/tablet is important (e.g. Wacom or Microsoft Surface)

Annotation functions allowing various participants to simultaneously draw and comment
on the shared screen

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



EPMA Studio / Conducting Online Studio Sessions Post-Critique Summary

Comments of each class

A
J

W1 TUE
20200218
Sharing Cities

Studio Guomao -

Adobe Acrobat
Document [38.0
KB]

W3 TUE
20200303 Studio
3 Guomao -
class5.docx
Microsoft Word
Document [2.3
MB]

W5 TUE
20200317 Studio
3 Guomao -
class9.pdf
Adobe Acrobat
Document [10.9
MB]

A
A

W1 FRI RO W2 TUE Ara W2 FRI
20200221 20200225 L 20200228 Studio
Sharing Cities Sharing Cities 3 Guomao -
Studio Guomao - Studio Guomao - class4.pdf
Adobe Acrobat Adobe Acrobat Adobe Acrobat
Document [1.1 Document [6.2 Document [4.9
MB] MB] MB]

W3 FRI ' W4 TUE
20200306 Studio 20200310 Studio
3 Guomao - 3 Guomao -
class6.pdf class7.pdf
Adobe Acrobat Adobe Acrobat
Document [1.6 Document [4.7
MB] MB]

To avoid misunderstanding,
the design tutors sent a summary of combined comments and
sketches in our WeChat group, immediately after our online session

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



EPMA Studio

We had aimed to tackle this by having our
students work in small groups of 4-5
students, in relatively similar time zones so
that interaction would be easy and
consistent.

We guided students to find their own
methods of online teamwork, through
Google Docs for PowerPoint presentation
work, and Dropbox file sharing.

We also encouraged students to schedule
video based discussions outside of studio-
hours.

/ Facilitating students outside studio sessions

Group EF Current location
1 work Okl |Malaysia

1 work EE India

1 work xHE China

1 work BAFIE [China

2 living BB China

2 living B LEI | switzerland

2 living BAF ltaly

2 living Portugal

3 mobility ea= New Zealand
3 mobility HZE Thailand

3 mobility FRER Philippines

3 mobility Okl |Malaysia

4 green infrastr | & 75 & Mexico

4 green infrastri Portugal

5 public service | % Denmark

5 public service | IN4A Ghana

5 public service | ENEE#IL | Indonesia

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn
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EPMA Studio / Feedbacks from students

Kathrine Huang, based in New Zealand mentioned how
through “the lack of interaction and physical presence, we
may tend to lose our drive and be less productive, as it
creates a sense of isolation” .

Tsunxian Lee, based in Malaysia, agreed that, “without the
physical meeting and normally intensive studio discussion, we
tend to lose drive, become lazy, and eventually underperform,
no matter how good we are” .

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



EPMA Studio / Feedbacks from students

Thomas Mellergaard: “... we have turned the
situation around, into a good learning experience.
We are almost able to work a 24/7 work cycle,
due to being in 3 different time zones, when we
need to make a deadline.” He adds that, “all
together, | believe this situation is teaching us
things beyond architecture. We’re learning to be
more independent, to plan and organize,
communicate with each other and understand
the situation we each face ...

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



EPMA Studio Arch Daily: https://www.archdaily.com/936580/tips-for-design-studio-teaching-in-the-age-of-covid-19
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Tips for Design Studio Teaching in the Age of COVID-19

Save this article
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Smart Cities Paving the Way

to a Smart Future
Written by Martijn de Geus about 12 hours ago
Since the recent COVID-19 quarantine restrictions were enforced, social media has been filled with ArchDaily China's 2020
images of employees working from home, students transitioning to home-school learning, and friends Building of the Year Awards
are Now Open for

and family socializing via Skype calls and Zoom meetings. With the outpouring of tips for how to work

from home, and how to keep a regular routine during these certain times, many people are Nominations

questioning how to create a long term plan for online studio design instruction.
More Articles »

This article aims to provide some practical tips to schools and students around the globe based on our
experience with online design studio teaching in our Master program at Tsinghua University’s School

of Architecture since February. MOST VISITED

{E#& Martijn de Geus | i3 Milly Mo 2K ZAl

Our studio is a 16-week long design studio that is broken up in two parts, an 8-week urban design Gaudi, Wright, Niemeyer and

Le Corbusier: Take a Virtual

s snghisconls EMER LT RESRIBREGLE, R L ARERTERNY, $EERLY . R
ciscains (BB Skype tiEIZoom R B THASEMEE ., HMATNTERNL. NARSAEES

component, and a 8-week green-building design task based on the output of the first 8 weeks.
Consisting of a group of 17 students based in 15 countries on 6 continents, and 4 tutors based in
Beijing, our studio set out to investigate the spatial impact of technology and a changing lifestylesin
the modern city in the heart of Beijing.

Coronavirus Design

Competition
Related Article

How Will COVID-19 Shape the Future of Work?

How Long does Coronavirus
Survive on Everyday
~ Surfaces?

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn



edX MOOC / Big Data for Understanding Urbanizing China
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Big Data for Understanding Urbanizing =
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In the past few decades, China's cities have experienced 5 e B, 8 e B
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a period of rapid development. Emerging big data and | B | |\= .. > 8K Traller wmax
open data have provided new opportunities for urban S rE [l T i SEs Ef i i
studies and observers to better observe and understand = EETET fllfE et e BEEIEEEE B i i s
these changes. This course combines both the new data R g oaranging. Urhelivng Cuns > S MTARRASABEN | o ofurn gt e
generated for urban analySiS and itS researCh ¥ :... - . . .' s F > CHO4 I AEIBAYIRENS &% | Acquisition and cleansing of urban big data
appllcat|ons. The Content rangeS frOm blg data aCQU|SltIOn, > CHOS i ABIBRIARITS 947 | Statistics and analysis of urban big data

analysis, visualization and applications in the context of

China’s urban planning, to urban modeling methods and |

typical models, as well as the emerging trend and o e v o
potential revolution of big data in urban planning.

800

> CHO6 M ABIERIRI MM | Visualization of urban big data

> CHO7 W AEIBIZIE: ZiE6)i% | Urban big data mining : spatial syntax

> CHO8 M AMIBIZIE: WHMBHHT | Urban big data mining: urban network
analysis

> CHO9 EFERABIBIMTZEMA | Urban space research based on image
big data

> CH10 EFFHEIBOH I8 | Urban Space Research Based on Mobile

600
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~ ’4
, > CHM BFAREBIBMM T B | Urban Space Research Based on Bus
e Tsinghua University 200 Card Data

0

> CH12 #iEil3i2it | Digital Augmented Design

1, 1 67 e n rOI Ied as of Aprll 28, 2020 >  CH13 BE&MUPAAKIBRIA | Big data applications in master plan

Enoliment Metrics > CH14 MR ABIERA | Big data applications in urban design
View Course

https://www.edx.org/course/big-data-for-understanding-urbanizing-chinada-shu

1167 1033 53 12 > CH15 KERE: BEHTHASHTERENABIERNAMassive model : Big data

applications across urban and inter-city scales
Total Enrollment Current Enrollment Change in Last Week Verified Enrollment

Ying LONG, ylong@tsinghua.edu.cn
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as of Aprll 28, 2020
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https://next.xuetangx.com/course/THU08281001132/1515564

35 xuetangX / The New Science of Cities (MOOC)
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3,222 enrolled during this term

as of April 28, 2020
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