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Several Emerging Issues of China’s Urbanization: Spatial Expansion, Popu-
lation Shrinkage, Low—density Human Activities and City Boundary Delimita-
tion

LONG Ying, WU Kang

Abstract: Following three decades of economic boom and rapid spatial expansion,
China turns to a New Normal Economy and has adopted a New-type urbanization
strategy. This paper reviews four emerging issues of China's urbanization based
on nationwide and micro data analysis: 1) the inconsistency of rapid spatial expan-
sion and advocacy for urban redevelopments, 2) the conflict between local popula-
tion shrinkage and optimistic population projection in city plans, 3) the paradox
of middle and high density building constructions and low-density human activi-
ties, and 4) the mismatch between administrative city boundaries and spatial devel-
opments. These emerging issues are critically important for urban planning, eco-
nomic develop and urban-rural development and management. At the end of this
paper, we also disucss the policy implications and propose action plans for Chi-
na's future urbanization trajectory.

Keywords: spatial expansion; urban redevelopment; shrinking cities; human activi-

ty density; city system
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Fig.1 Population density variation during 2000—2010 at the township level in China
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Fig.3 The typology of shrinking cities in terms of population shrinkage and

spatial expansion
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