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Spatiotemporal changes of population density and urbanization pattern in China:
2000-2010

Qizhi Mao, School of Architecture, Tsinghua University

Ying Long, Beijing Institute of City Planning

Kang Wu, School of Urban Economics and Public Administration, Capital University of
Economics and Business

Abstract: Population distribution and their temporal variation are a direct proxy of
urbanization in China. This study evaluates population density variation during
2000-2010 of all Chinese sub-districts by using the fifth and sixth population
censuses of China. The urbanization patterns in 2000 and 2010 are depicted
respectively based on various levels of population density. The urbanization process
of China during 2000-2010 is then analyzed via comparing pattern in 2000 and 2010.
This article enables visualizing population density dynamics and urbanization pattern
variation of China at the sub-district level.

Key words: population density; urbanization; urban agglomeration; China;
population census
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